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The Newsletter of the Blacksmiths
Association of Missouri is published
six times a year and is mailed to
members of BAM. The annual fee
for regular membership is $20/year;
a portion of this amount is for a sub-
scription to this newsletter for one
year. Editorial inquiries should be
addressed to: Bob Ehrenberger 6192
Hwy 168 Shelbyville, Mo 63469 or
e-mail to bameditor@centurytel.net
BAM membership inquiries should
be addressed to: Bruce Herzog, 2212
Aileswick Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129;
(314) 892-4690 or send e-mail to
bjherzog@msn.com. Occasionally
some material will be copyrighted and
may not be reproduced without writ-
ten consent by the author. BAM wel-
comes the use of any other material
printed in this newsletter provided the
author and this organization be given
credit.

Membership Application

Name: _

Address:

City: State:
Phone: () Zip:
E-mail:

o New Member o Renewal o ABANA member?
How did you learn about BAM?

Memberships are for one year from receipt of dues. Dues
are $20, which includes a subscription to the bimonthly
BAM newsletter. Please make checks payable to Black-
smith Association of Missouri.
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ABANA Membership Application

Primary ABANA Chapter Affiliation:

Name:

Address:

City: State:
Phone: () Zip:

o New Member o Renewing Member
Includes a Subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The

Hammers’ Blow magazines

o Regular Member ...........c.cccooeeiieiiiiiiiice $45 yr.
o Senior Citizen (Age 654) ..ccveevveeeeiieeiieeenen, $40 yr.
o Full time student ..........c..ccoeevvieiiiecieeciecieee. $35 yr.
0 Overseas airmail ...........c.cceeievieiiiiiciieieene, $80 yr.
o Overseas surface mail .............cccoeevveeeeeiieeenne, $60 yr.
0 ContribUtOrY ......ccovvieiieiieeieceieece e, $100 yr.
o Full time student ...........c.cooeveiieiiiiiicieieene, $35 yr.
0 Public library.........cccooevviiiiiiiiiiieieeciee e $35 yr.

See reverse
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Send this form in an envelope with your payment to:
BAM,
c/o Bruce Herzog
2212 Aileswick Dr.,
St. Louis, MO 63129

I hereby apply for member-
ship in the Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America and

enclose $ as my annual membership dues for one year.
MasterCard o VISA o Check/Money Order o
Card Number

Exp. Date

N —

Checks must be in U.S. currency

SEND RENEWAL TO:
ABANA
P.O. Box 816 Farmington, Georgia 30638

Dues Distribution:
1 year subscription Anvil’s Ring: 68.5 % $24
Adm. offices & other ABANA projects (Conferences, etc.): 31.5% $11

A

///w‘ SABANA

Officers:

President
Don Nichols

1st Vice President
Doug Clemons

2nd Vice President
Ed Harper

Secretary
Peggy Williamson

Treasurer
Bruce Herzog

Web site
www.bamsite.org

Web Master
Ed Harper
aramed@grm.net

The Blacksmiths' Association of Missouri
is an affiliate of the Artist Blacksmiths'
Association of North America, and is
devoted to the preservation and advance-
ment of blacksmithing and to communica-
tion among blacksmiths in Missouri and
surrounding areas. BAM's newsletter's
goal is to support these aims. Letters to
the editor, tech tips, tools for sale or any-
thing else which furthers these ends will
be considered for publication.

The Newsletter of the Blacksmiths'
Association of Missouri and its members
do not manufacture, distribute, sell, test,
warrant, guarantee, or endorse any of the
tools, materials, instructions or products
contained in articles or features in the
Newsletter of the Blacksmiths' Association
of Missouri. The Newsletter of the Black-
smiths' Association of Missouri disclaims
any responsibility or liability for damages
or injuries as a result of any construction,
design, use, manufacture or other activity
undertaken as a result of the use or appli-
cation of information contained in any
articles or features in the Newsletter of the
Blacksmiths' Association of Missouri. The
Newsletter of the Blacksmiths' Associa-
tion of Missouri assumes no responsibility
or liability for the accuracy, fitness, proper
design, safety or safe use of any informa-
tion contained in the Newsletter of the
Blacksmiths' Association of Missouri.
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From the Editor

Our meeting is behind us, and
everyone had a good time.
Hosting a meeting is a lot of work,
but the rewards are worth it. For
one it gives my wife a chance to
meet all the guys that she has
heard so much about. Second, it
gives me a reason to clean and
organize my shop. Finally it brings
the meeting to a location near me,
and | don't have to drive. That's no
small thing when I'm on the road
so much trying to make a living
as a blacksmith.

talked to Kirk Sullens by E-mail

this last week and there are lots |

of openings in next year's sched-

ule. So step up and host a meet- =

ing.

demonstrate for the general
public at about 20 events each
year, but when | demonstrate
at blacksmithing meetings I'm
always a little nervous. For one

thing the general public is happy |

to see anything, unless | tell
them, they don't know that some-
thing didn't go right. You guys
know better and it takes more

to impress you. The touchmark
didn't come out as nice as I'd
have liked, but it is usable and will
give Rich a way to mark his proj-
ects. It took me two tries to hit the
weld on my second demonstra-
tion, a fancy scroll. The weld held
nicely and the whole scroll came
out pretty nice.

ich Herman by the way is a

friend of mine from Minnesota
who came down for the meeting.
Rich and | had worked together
20+ years ago for Collins Radio
in Cedar Rapids, lowa. When we
got laid off he went North and |
went East, eventually ending up
in Missouri by way of Connecticut.
Rich and | both demonstrated at
an event in Central City, lowa two
weeks ago. Central City happens
to be my wife Jan's home town.
Because the event organizer got
an article about Rich and me into
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By Bob Ehrenberger

the local paper we had lots of
friends, relatives, and former co-
workers come by to see us. It was
almost like having a paid vacation.

change in it's culture over the past
several years. It used to be that at
meetings as soon as the business
meeting was over, there would be
several people back at the forge.
They would either be beginners
that don't have equipment yet and
are eager to get into the fire, or
regulars ready to show off some
new technique they had picked up.
Lately it seems like everyone is in
a hurry to just hit the road. |
understand that some have
huge drives ahead of them,
but surely not everyone
does. Lets not waste this
time, there is more to be
learned at a meeting than
the formal demonstration.
Ask questions, beat some
iron, get everything you can
out of your day. We won't
be getting together again for
two months, make it count

Rich and | got into blacksmithing
at about the same time totally
independently. We reconnected
because we both belong to the E-
Mail news group "theforge" spon-
sored by ABANA. Rich is currently

ov/Dec submission
deadline is Nov. 22.

a board member of the Guild
of Metal Smiths in Minnesota.

t's getting to be crunch

time at Ehrenberger Forge.
The next 5 weekends are
full. They are all demonstra-
tion/sales events, and this is
where we make the money
that we live on through the
winter. They are also our
most fun events, the people
that come are really interested in
heritage crafts, they ask a lot of
guestions and are willing to pay for
quality hand made items.

On a more serious side. I've
noticed that BAM has had a
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Minutes BAM meeting 9/10/05

By Peggy Williamson

Thanks to host Bob and Jan Ehrenberger. Thanks to our
cowboy chuckwagon cook Don Collop.

Bob Ehrenberger demonstrated.

Bruce Herzog gave a financial report and a reminder for
members to renew their memberships.

Bruce gave a membership report, we currently have 590
members.

Peggy Williamson gave a State Fair report.

Don Birdsall gave a MTS report. We need instructors and
assistants for upcoming classes

Ned Digh is having a class in Mexico, Mo.

Ray Chaffin Warsaw, Mo in Nov.

We still need 1.5 and 2 Ib.. hammers, both straight and
cross pein.

There was a question about the cost of classes and the
budget for the MTS. It was moved, to buy the hammers
needed if donations don't come in before the next class.
The motion passed.

Library report, there are several books that have been out
a very long time (years). Please return them.

The BAM hat pins are in. You can get them from Peggy for
$3.

Ned said that there are 9 signed up for the power hammer
workshop. We need to have 15 to hold the class. If held, it
will be Thanksgiving weekend. The cost is $1000. Contact
Ned Digh

There was not enough interest to have a coal forge work-
shop.

ABANA has established a disaster relief fund to help black-
smiths affected by hurricane Katrina. A motion was made
for BAM to donate $500, the motion passed.

Larry Hults gave a Conference 2006 report. We have one
demonstrator lined up, still need a knife maker and another
blacksmith.

We need volunteers, 2 site captains and 4 go-fors. Volun-
teers get free registration and Saturday night meal.

There will be a free blacksmith course given by our demon-
strator on Friday night, must have some blacksmith experi-
ence, class is limited to 8, participants will be chosen from
applicants by lottery

Need volunteers to put on short demos at the 06 confer-
ence, details later..

There will be a roster pull-out in the next (this) newsletter.

We need a leader for the 2007 conference, contact Larry
Hults.

Don said this is his last term as president, have a nominee
ready by conference.

Bruce said we need a replacement treasurer, by confer-
ence.

Tom Clark said that since Matthew Burnett was so prompt
in his report and payback, he is granted a $400 scholar-
ship.

Don Collop talked and recited some cowboy poetry. Don is
a founder of the cowboy poet society.

Tom Clark talked about communications. He said that
some questions had gotten back to him about his charg-
ing for the bonfire at the Potosi conferences. He explained
about his out of pocket expenses for his employees and
truck rental. He mainly wished that people would have
come to him directly instead of talking behind his back.

Tom also said that it was rude of us (BAM) to schedule
meetings on the same weekends as other groups have
their conferences.

Next meeting is at Bass Pro Fab shop in Nixa Nov 12..
Trade item is a sea creature out of more than one piece.

Meeting adjourned.

Trade items were made by:

Bob Ehrenberger, Ned & Esther Digh, Jack Nettleton, Ken
Jansen, Tom Clark, James Rumbo, Don Nichols, and Joe
Wilkinson.

Items were donated to the Iron in the Hat by:

Joe Wilkinson, Bess Ellis, Maurice Ellis, John Showood,

Larry Hults, Bob Ehrenberger, Don Birdsall, Tim Rice, Ned
Digh, Esther Digh, and Andy Herzog.

"
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A Word From Old What’s His Name

Howdy Partners,

We want to thank Bob Ehrenberger and family for be-
ing such gracious hosts at our last meeting. Also a big
thanks to Bob for his demo on making touch mark and
some work he did for a cemetery. We appreciate so
much the fine meal cooked by the Cowboy & Cow-
girl Cooks. It was a great meal for Cow-blacksmiths
and we enjoyed the poetry that helped finish our day.
Thanks!

Speaking of poetry, do we have any blacksmith poets
out there? If so, let’s see some of your work. Maybe
we could print some of your work in the newsletter.
Just send your works to Bob.

On our finance and members report Flnances are good

and our membership ~ F &
is around 590. Now I ' ¥
know we don’t get to
see everyone at one
time, but hopefully
each and everyone can
make it to a meeting
sometime during the
year. I’'m sure I won’t
remember each of your
names but ’'m work- 'y
ing on that real hard. /
Just give Old What’s
His Name a little time.
Maybe in 110 years I'll
know everyone.

1 want to thank Don B1rdsa11 on the MTS. It’s going
- - to be a busy

fall so look in

the newsletter

for informa-

i tion. Also, a

. big thanks to

. Peggy and

- Kent Harbit

for their great

job on organiz-

fThe Knife Guys | |

ing the State Fair. Thanks to everyone who came and
demoed at the fair. We had great participation!
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By Don Nichols

Looks like the conference is coming along just fine.
Larry had things organized well and under control. If
you can help, please contact Larry Hults.

Thanks so much to our BAM members for voting to
give $500 to ABANA to help blacksmiths that were
affected by Katrina. It’s great belonging to an orga-
nization that cares about blacksmithing and other
smiths. That is what BAM is about helping, teaching,
and sharing things we have and methods we have
learned.

Congratulations to Matthew for receiving a $400
scholarship from Tom Clark to his school. Matthew is
very deserving and will use it wisely.

.: ; .llgsrﬂ'ﬁa ﬁﬁﬁ?" Be thin‘king about
o s R AN who might be a good
.. 9 candidate for our

+ lifetime member-

2 ship. Let me know

/ ._ who you would like
__to nominate so that
the board can con-
sider that person for
® the next conference.

See you on Novem-
“ber 12th at Nixa.

\ Remember to bring a
trade item.

Think about this. I hear and forget. I see and 1 remem-
ber. I do and I understand.

Old What’s His Name
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Library Report vy pegey wittiamson

Anyone checking books and/or tapes out needs to sign the checkout sheet. Books and tapes are to be returned by the next meeting un-
less other arrangements have been made.

The $5.00 fine per book or tape is now in force and will be collected at each meeting. To avoid a large fine, please remember to return
the items.

There are several items out of the library and they need to be returned. These items were not signed out so we don't know where they
are.

Check with Mike or Peggy to see if you are on the list.

State Falr RepOI't by Peggy Williamson

The weather was great until a bad storm on the first Friday night, then mud everywhere after that. It rained most of the rest of the fair,
temperature was great, in the upper 80's.

We had at least 6 workers every day, even 10-12 a couple days.
The fair attendence was down but we had good crowds most every day.

The dates for 2006 are August 10-20.
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This is an early look at what the conference commit-
tee is up to. Start making plans and volunteer

15th Annual
BAM Ozark Conference
May 5, 6, & 7, 2006

Friday Forging Contest :
There will be an entrance token for all that

enter —

18t ond  grdplace cagh prizes

Auction ltems:
Start making items to donate for the auc-
tion. Iltems need not be metal works, but
anything relating to or representing the
art of blacksmithing will be appreciated.
Please be sure to fill out the tag to go with
your item when you deliver it to the Auc-
tion area.

Gallery:
Bring something that you made to display
in the gallery. Iltems need not be finished
and may be works in progress. If you have
questions, please contact Walt Hull (785-
865-2286). Again, please be sure to fill
out the tag to go with your item when you
deliver it to the Gallery area.

BAM Boutique:
Bring or make something to sell at the

boutique. Items need not be blacksmith related.

Family Program:
There will be a basket making class with

Mary Jo McCarty. More information to follow.

Classes:
Beginning Blacksmithing —
Bladesmithing —
Special Blacksmithing with Gordon Wil-
liams —
This special free class will be held
on Friday, May 5. Class size will
be limited to 8, so there will be
a lottery to see who attends. If
you have had at least one of the
“Beginning Blacksmith” classes,
and want to be considered for the
class, please send your name &
address to Larry Hults by March
31St, 2006.
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Demos:

Gordon Williams —

(Blacksmith 2) —

(Bladesmith) —

Membership Demos —
We need 6 volunteers willing
to put on short, 2-hour demos
throughout the weekend. If you’d
like to volunteer, contact Larry
Hults by March 315t | 2006.

Volunteers Needed:

3 Site Captains (1 bladesmith & 2 black-
smith)

Site Captains will be in charge
of their chosen ‘smith’. They will
be able to choose 2 helpers to
aid with setup, cleanup, and run
errands. It will be for Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday. The volunteers/
draftees receive free weekend
registration and Saturday evening
meal.

Conference Committee:

Larry Hults — Chairman

1515 Sycamore Lane

Saint Clair, MO 63077-22117
whiskers @yhti.net
636-629-7411

Ken Jansen
kjjansen@msn.com

George Lewis
bygeorgeforge@yahoo.com
573-364-8616

Mona Pieron & Kirk Sullens
kirk@kirksullens.com
417-863-8628
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Expanding My Knowledge of Metal

A Scholarship Report by Esther Digh

My creative endeavors have generally focused on
fabrics and fibers until five years ago when | was
introduced to moving metal. My skills in moving
metal are slowly developing but the interest in metal
arts has expanded more rapidly. Last December |
spent a week at the John C. Campbell Folkschool
learning the art of copper enameling from Jackie
Spencer, the resident enamelist. Copper enameling
appealed to me for several reasons: (1) working with
copper seems easier that working with iron; (2) small-
er pieces of metal can be fabricated; and (3) color is
an additional dimension that | missed when working
with iron. | am also exploring enameling on steel.

Copper enameling requires the firing of finely ground
glass onto copper at 1500°F. The firing time is influ-
enced by various factors but takes approximately

2-3 minutes for the enamel to become melted and to
form a smooth, shiny surface. Copper blanks, 0.040
inches in thickness, can be purchased or cut with a
Shear Press. Before enameling, the copper blank is
placed in a pickling solution (Nitric Acid) to prevent
fire scale and then cleaned thoroughly with water and
copper cleaner to remove any residues. Cleanliness
of the copper is critical to achieving a high quality,
smooth surface during firing. An adhesive called
Klyr-Fire is used to lightly coat the copper before the
enamel is sifted onto the metal, and then it must be
allowed to dry before firing.

The basic
process
for enam-
eling is
relatively
simple but
perfecting
that pro-
cessis a
challenge.
Enamel-
ing can
be unpre-
dictable.
Even
though the same basic procedure is always followed,
the consistency may not be exact because you are
constantly making visual judgments to evaluate the
cleanliness of the copper, amount of adhesive and
enamel applied, completeness of drying before fir-

Piecg Ready to Fire

ing and the appearance of the item during firing. It
will take lots of practice and experience to achieve
consistent quality in the end product. Multiple lay-
ers of enamel can be applied, but the piece must

be completely cooled between the the firing of each
layer to prevent stress cracks. Since you cannot con-
trol the chemical interactions between the metal and
the enamel(s), the end result in the color pattern is
always a surprise. That is the one factor that makes
copper enameling so exciting and challenging.

There are over 140 different colors of opaque and
transparent enamels. At the cost of $5.00 to $9.00
per 2 ounce container, one selects the most basic
colors to start with.  In addition to a kiln, there are
sifters, screens, trivets, firing forks, tongs, spatulas,
Kevlar gloves and copper blanks to be purchased. It
is an art form that requires a major investment and
commitment to pursue.

There is much to learn about copper enameling. |
have focused on using the dry method of application,
with minimal firing, but there is a wet method as well.
There is still the art of Cloisonne’ or Sgraffito to learn.
The skills of firing, hammering, and distressing | had
learned from blacksmithing transferred quite read-

Some finished pieces

ily to the enameling. | have tried enameling on steel
and that presents a greater challenge than copper.
Fire scale is a major problem as well as the thickness
of the metal. Enameling steel, requires a special
pickling compound to control the fire scale and use of
very thin steel, if firing in the kiln. | plan to continue
experimenting with enameling on steel while perfect-
ing my skills with copper.

| want to thank the Blacksmith Association of Missouri
for the financial assistance to attend the enameling
class. It has permitted me to expand my knowledge
of metals and other types of metal art forms.
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