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The Newsletter of the Blacksmiths
Association of Missouri is published
six times a year and is mailed to
members of BAM. The annual fee
for regular membership is $20/year;
a portion of this amount is for a sub-
scription to this newsletter for one
year. Editorial inquiries should be
addressed to: Bob Ehrenberger 6192
Hwy 168 Shelbyville, Mo 63469 or
email to bameditor@centurytel.net
BAM membership inquiries should
be addressed to: Bruce Herzog, 2212
Aileswick Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129;
(314) 892-4690 or send e-mail to
bjherzog@msn.com. Occasionally
some material will be copyrighted and
may not be reproduced without writ-
ten consent by the author. BAM wel-
comes the use of any other material
printed in this newsletter provided the
author and this organization be given
credit.

Membership Application

Name: _

Address:

City: State:
Phone: () Zip:
E-mail:

o New Member o Renewal o ABANA member?
How did you learn about BAM?

Memberships are for one year from receipt of dues. Dues
are $20, which includes a subscription to the bimonthly
BAM newsletter. Please make checks payable to Black-
smith Association of Missouri.
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ABANA Membership Application

Primary ABANA Chapter Affiliation:

Name:

Address:

City: State:
Phone: () Zip:

o New Member o Renewing Member
Includes a Subscription to the Anvil's Ring and The

Hammers’ Blow magazines

o Regular Member ...........c.ccoeeeiieviiiiicicc $45 yr.
o Senior Citizen (Age 654) ..ccooevvvievreeeirieeenn, $40 yr.
o Full time student ...........c.ccooevviiiiieiiiiee $35 yr.
0 Overseas airmail ...........cccoeeevieieiieirieiecienen, $80 yr.
o Overseas surface mail ............ccccccveeeeenieeennen. $60 yr.
0 CoNtribULOrY .....ceeeviieiieiieeiecteeee e, $100 yr.
o Full time student ...........cccooeeeviiieiiiiieieeee, $35 yr.
0 Public library..........cccooevviiiviiiiiiiicieceece, $35 yr.

See reverse
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Send this form in an envelope with your payment to:
BAM,
c/o Bruce Herzog
2212 Aileswick Dr.,
St. Louis, MO 63129

I hereby apply for member-
ship in the Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America and

enclose $ as my annual membership dues for one year.
MasterCard o VISA o Check/Money Order o
Card Number

Exp. Date

N —

Checks must be in U.S. currency

SEND RENEWAL TO:
ABANA
P.O. Box 816 Farmington, Georgia 30638

Dues Distribution:
1 year subscription Anvil’s Ring: 68.5 % $24
Adm. offices & other ABANA projects (Conferences, etc.): 31.5% $11

////

///m‘v SABAN

Officers:
President
Don Nichols

1st Vice President
Doug Clemons

2nd Vice President
Ed Harper

Secretary
Peggy Williamson

Treasurer
Bruce Herzog

Web site
www.bamsite.org

The Blacksmiths' Association of Missouri
is an affiliate of the Artist Blacksmiths'
Association of North America, and is
devoted to the preservation and advance-
ment of blacksmithing and to communica-
tion among blacksmiths in Missouri and
surrounding areas. BAM's newsletter's
goal is to support these aims. Letters to
the editor, tech tips, tools for sale or any-
thing else which furthers these ends will
be considered for publication.

The Newsletter of the Blacksmiths'
Association of Missouri and its members
do not manufacture, distribute, sell, test,
warrant, guarantee, or endorse any of the
tools, materials, instructions or products
contained in articles or features in the
Newsletter of the Blacksmiths' Association
of Missouri. The Newsletter of the Black-
smiths' Association of Missouri disclaims
any responsibility or liability for damages
or injuries as a result of any construction,
design, use, manufacture or other activity
undertaken as a result of the use or appli-
cation of information contained in any
articles or features in the Newsletter of the
Blacksmiths' Association of Missouri. The
Newsletter of the Blacksmiths' Associa-
tion of Missouri assumes no responsibility
or liability for the accuracy, fitness, proper
design, safety or safe use of any informa-
tion contained in the Newsletter of the
Blacksmiths' Association of Missouri.
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From the Editor o) 805 Enrenberger

he conference is behind us and run and was replaced as secretary  every one learned something and

from all | could tell it was anoth- by Peggy Williamson. John has had a good time. Remember,
er good one. There was the usual  been secretary for as long as | can  when it loses it's color, put it back
cool weather but it wasn't as wet remember, thanks for your many in the forge.

this year. Even with the tailgaters years of service. The other major
in a new location there was plenty  event at the business meeting was New Publishing Software

of good stuff for sale. | even saw the announcement of three new
a tire shrinker in someone's truck, life members, Doug Hendrickson, f you are reading this | must have
those are pretty rare. Tom Clark, and Pat McCarty. All successfully transitioned to the
have served BAM well and richly new publishing software since | am
he demonstrators were all deserve this honor. There is a using it now. | was able to import

excellent. I'll have a detailed short bio on each later in the news- the previous newsletter into InDe-
report on the Alice James demo i Az ¢ Gl sign and it did about a 90%
and Bob Stormer has provided 4N ;- automatic conversion. It is
a report on Joe Szilaski. No one very similar to the old program
has come forward with a report so the learning curve isn't too
on Bill Epps, maybe we can look bad. Thankfully the undo fea-
forward to that in a future issue. ture works so | can back out
mistakes and try again.

'g _June meeting.

B o i

he forging contest Friday

night was great fun, and the
master/striker category added a
new twist. When all was said and
done the difference between the
winners and losers took a careful &
measurement. Here are the win- |
ners: |

Individual

have started the main part of
my year and had to attend
a Civil War reenactment the
weekend of the June meeting.
From Don's report it sounds
like it was a fine event. We
have cut our show schedule
back from 26 weekends to
only 17 so | think that this
is the only meeting I'll miss
this year. If someone would
like to submit a report on the
demonstration, I'm sure that
=i the members that missed
it (myself included) would

1st Tom Clark
2nd Mike Lanham
3rd Jon McCarty

2 Member Teams

Ist  Tom Clark & Pat McCarty letter, and | plan on taking an in- appreciate it.
2nd Trace Price & Charles depth look at each in future issues.
Comstock im Ryan did th llent E-Mail add

. . im Ryan did another excellen y new E-Mail addresses:
E3;d é\/[ ke Lanham & Daniel Tjob with the auction. He really eforge @centurytel.net
renberger knows how to make it fun and get bameditor@centurytel.net
people to gladly part with their
Now how many of you even money. Thanks to all who donated

knew there was a third McCarty to the auction and participated in
brother? And he can swing a ham-  the bidding, you made it a big suc-
mer too. cess.

We also had a couple of pretty
he annual business meeting good beginners' classes.

was short and sweet since Don Birdsall and | taught a basic
most were eager to get on to the forging class. Ken Markley and
auction.  Of note all the previous  Daniel Ehrenberger taught a
officers were reelected except for bladesmithing class. Both classes
John Murray who elected not to were well attended, and | think
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Mlnutes BAM mee‘nng 6/4/05 By Peggy Williamson

Thanks to host Dale Gilman
A new member was introduced, Brian Lami.

Bruce Herzog gave a financial report.
Bruce gave a membership report, we currently have 596 members.

Dues will be raised to $25 January of 2006.

Peggy Williamson gave a State Fair report. While we have someone signed up for every day there
are several days where we need additional demonstrators. Contact Peggy if you want to help. The
dates of the fair are August 11-21.

Don Nichols gave a MTS report. We will not have a class unless there are at least 6 students signed
up.

Fred Weisenborn is putting together a list of demonstrators. Contact Fred if you want to be added to
the list.

Don Nichols said that we need a number two man (first assistant) on the conference committee.
Larry Hults was the assistant this year and has become the chairman for next year. If you are inter-
ested in being on the conference committee contact Larry.

Bruce Herzog announced that he intends on retiring as treasurer next June (2006). We still need to
get a replacement for Bruce in time to train him for the job.

Bruce requested compensation be allocated for the job of treasurer. It was agreed to pay him $100/
month for his time and the use of his computer.

The last shipment of coal was $1000 more than before. Also with the high price of gas the coal keep-
ers are losing money making coal available around the state. It was agreed to raise the price of coal
by $2 to $10/bag with one dollar going to BAM and one to the coal keepers. Making it $2 that they
get to keep for each bag that they transport and sell.

Don Nichols said that Fred Weisenborn has a source to purchase brass anvil hat pins. It is proposed
that we purchase the pins and sell them to the membership, like the BAM hats and shirts.

There was some discussion on doing another BAM anvil purchase. There was a lot of interest but
no one stepped up to organize it. Any volunteers??

The next meeting is at Ned and Esther Digh's, the trade item will be a bell.

Meeting adjourned.
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A Word From Old What’s His Name

By Don Nichols

We just got back from Dale Gilman's meeting. My wife and I went to the camp out on Friday night and en-
joyed our evening with the Gilmans and a few other Bammers. We had fun making and eating tin foil dinners
and enjoying the peacefulness of the country. We watched a VCR tape on Williamsburg as part of the evening's
entertainment. The blacksmith was making a musket and it really was very interesting.

What made the evening interesting too was the name John. If anyone asked John to do something, most of the
men answered. Out of the five men, three were named John. One was Dale and the other didn’t know what his
name was. But of the three named John two were John Dale. We had John Dale Bouchillon and wife Lana,
John Dale Huff and his wife Connie, and third John Oilman middle name not given. His dad’s name was Dale
Oilman and his mother Pat.

Pat entertained the ladies with a dragon making session on Sat. that was fun. She used yellow pages and mask-
ing tape and helped them create playful dragons. Thanks again to Dale, Pat, and son John, from Oregon, for a
wonderful BAM meeting.

On Saturday, we had a little rain early and then it cleared up and we had a nice day. Ken Jansen did a superb
demo on flowers. We had some visitors who went away excited about blacksmithing after watching Ken.

I’m sure Peggy, our new secretary, will have information about the price of coal in her minutes. Our last load
cost about $1,000 more. With gas prices going up, we voted to give our coal keepers a little more to help pay
for their expenses. Coal will now be $10.00 a bag.

Also, we voted to give our treasurer $100 a month for use of his computer and I believe he deserves it. Thanks
Bruce for all you do!

Remember the July 30th meeting at Ned Digh's. The trade item will be a bell.

Also remember the Sept. meeting at Bob E's. We are going to have a chuck wagon meal. This man does a great
meal over an open fire, so come and enjoy something different. The meal charge will be $8.00.

It was mentioned in the last newsletter, to help our new members by inviting them over to our shops. If we
could open our shops on the off months from our meetings, and help them learn some of the basic techniques
of blacksmithing. Now August is our first month off, but we have the MO State Fair. The fair is a good place to
come and learn. There is always someone there to help new members. The next issue would be the Sept. issue.
Turn your date in when you might be able to have a Hammer In, at your shop, for beginners to come in Oct. I’ll
try and have my date in the Sept. issue, how about you? We could have several spread out over the state. We
could help beginners work on the trade item for the next meeting. Of course new and old members would be
welcome. How about it?

Well, I’d better go. Oh, are there any other John Dales out there?

So long, from Old What’s His Name.
Don

MAY-JUNE 2005 bamsite.org 7



From The Conference Committee

We would like to thank everyone that attended this year’s conference. Everyone helped make this
year’s conference possible; the demonstrators, vendors, tailgaters, those that prepared the food, auc-
tioneer & helpers, and the list goes on.... We had so much help, that there is no way to list everyone
—so THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! for your help. We would have been hard pressed on
our own.

You have our sincere thanks,
2005 BAM Conference Committee
David Smith (chairman)

Bob Stormer

Pat McCarty

Larry Hults

Mark your calendar!
May 5, 6, & 7, 2006 is the BAM Ozark Conference at the Warren County Fairgrounds.

I need three volunteers to help on the Conference Committee for next year. Hopefully one of those
volunteers would like to be the Chairman for 2007.

If you have any suggestions or want to volunteer please contact me at my NEW address:

Larry Hults

1515 Sycamore Lane

Saint Clair, MO 63077-2217
636-629-7411 home
314-322-8793 cell
whiskers @yhti.net

Thanks

Close up of Alice James' Heron
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LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS
(Nomination speech By Don Nichols)

This year I want to nominate these men for
Lifetime Memberships in BAM. You know
these men and I hope you agree with me that
they have played a huge part in the growth
and success of BAM. Though they are not
founding members, they all joined early in
BAM’s formation and through the years they
have helped it to grow and prosper to where
our association and conferences are highly
respected by other blacksmith associations
in the U.S. Please hold your applause until I
have made all the recommendations.

The first man, we want to honor tonight,
brought anvils, power hammers, tools and
whatever was needed to have a good confer-
ence and I feel he hasn’t been thanked enough
for all he’s done. So this is just a big thanks to
the man, who as a matter of fact, had the first
conference and financed it himself at Potosi
in 1992. He believes so much in this craft of
blacksmithing that he formed his own school
so that others can learn blacksmithing. Tom
Clark we want to grant you a Lifetime Mem-
bership. Thanks.

The second man has had several names. He
was editor from 1986 to 1991. Also, he was a

MAY-JUNE 2005

medicine man and advertised “slag water” in
a newsletter to cure poison ivy and was called
Dr. Iron. He was also called Lord of the Rings
in one of our newsletters and he tears doll
heads off and hangs them in his truck. He’s
helped with our conferences every year since
I joined and we especially like your great help
with the contests. We will miss you there.
Thanks Doug Hendrickson our second Life-
time Membership recipient.

In the beginning, I wanted to be permitted to
give two Lifetime Memberships, but I hope
you will allow me to do a third one tonight.

This third man, I’m sure, wouldn’t want me
to say much about all that he’s done for BAM
because he’s not one to be in the limelight. He
can always be found helping in the spot where
help is needed. He joined in 1988, I believe.
He has made beautiful and unique BAM
boxes for all the conferences. Pat McCarty we
want to honor you too and say a big thanks.

Now can we give a vote of approval to these
men and show our appreciation for all that
they have done for our conference by standing
and giving them a round of applause? Thanks

I have since
been informed
that Doug
Hendrickson
is one of our
founding mem- =~
bers.
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Joe Szilaski’s BAM 2005 Conference Demonstration
By Bob Stormer

Joe Szilaski was invited to demonstrate at the BAM 2005 Conference because of his reputation
for making first class tomahawks and because the author had attended a seminar given by Joe at
the Atlanta Blade Show. That seminar, and Joe’s tomahawk that was featured on the cover of the
December 2000 issue of Blade magazine, and duplicated for the movie The Patriot, starring Mel
Gibson impressed the author. If post-conference comments are any indication, a lot of others who
watched Joe’s demonstration confirmed his expertise.

Railroad Spike Hawk Demo

The first part demo was to make a tomahawk using a railroad spike.
Joe’s method uses the spike head for the tomahawk head. To begin,
all edges are ground smooth to help prevent the possibility of stress
risers and cold shuts. The first part of the forging is to flatten the spike
head as shown in figure 1.

FIGURE-

It is important to keep turning the spike from side
to side to keep the steel centered on the spike
shaft. A critical step in forging this part is to avoid
rolling the edges over and causing cold shuts as
identified in figure 2.

FIGURE 2

BOTTOM VIEW

Completing this part of forging should result in
the tomahawk as shown in figure 3. As Joe said
repeatedly, the shape of the tomahawk head is
up to the maker. There are NO RULES for how SIDE VIEW
it should look.

FIGURE 3
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The next step was to slit the spike shaft for the eye. The
center of the eye was approximately 2 1/2 inches from the
head as shown in figure 4. Joe began the slit by punching 2
round holes (approximately 1/8” or 3/16”) at the ends of the
intended slit. He prepared the chisel by rounding the shoul-
ders so the eye would be rectangular, but with no sharp
corners. He then used a chisel to open the slit between the
holes. The size and shape of the eye depends on the shape
of the haft (handle) that will be used.

7o

A7
é
/

Sy

The last step was to 1L

§
3

draw/shape the spike ‘%’“*

end to whatever is

desired, possibly as

shown in figure 5. FIGURE 5

FIGURE 4

MQOUSE Hawk Demo

In the second demonstration, Joe made a “mouse” hawk from a piece of ¥2” square stock. He began
by reducing the center section of the stock to the shape shown in figure 6.

The piece was then
folded over, as in
figure 7, and forge

v

3

e

welded. )
FIGURE 6 b e e
FIGURE 7
%}: ——— “ - :, N .
{ \lf\é‘” \égi T m The head is then shaped by drawing the
\ 87 o tapered end down as in figure 8.

\\ é;(

FIGURE 8
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