Newsletter ;,of

Blacksmiths

Association
oMissouri

1989

OCT. - NOV

WHAT IS IT? — SEE PAGE 5

SH - R




VOL.6 NO.5

The Blacksmliths' Assoclation of Missourl is a

chapter of The Artist-Blacksmiths'’
Association of North America. This
organization 1s devoted to preservatilon,
advancement, - and comnmunication between
blackemiths of Missouri and surrounding
areas. BAM's newsletter's goal 1s to support
these l1deas. Letters to the editor, tech
tips, tools for sale, or any 1deas which

further these ends will be consddered for
publication.

Nccasionally some material included 1n  this
publication will be copyrighted and may not
be reproduced without written consent of the
author. BAM welcomes the use o0f any other
material printed in this newsletter provided
the auvuthor and thils organization be glven
credit.

OFFICERS

FPresident

Steve Baker

519 Locust

Monroe Clty, MO 634956
(314) 735-4268

Vice-President Secretary-Treasurer

Dan Whitmore Steve Austin

9741 Laniler 44 N.E. Munger Road

“t. Louls, MO 63136 Claycomo, MO 64119
(314> 869-9092 (816> 781-1512

Editor Art Director

Doug [lendrickson Jerry Hoffmann
R.R. 1 Box 16 D Rt. 1 Box 189
Lesterville, MO Lonedell MO 63060
63654 (314> 629-4061

(314> 637-2576

BAM MEMBERSHIFP APPLICATION

Name: _

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Telephone: :

New Member: : Renewal: :

Dues are $15. 00 per year, which 1includes a
subscription to the bimonthly BAM newsletter.
Please make checks payable +to Blacksmith
Assoclation of Missouri.
SERD CHECKS TO: Steve Austin
44 N.E. Munger Road
Claycomo, MO 64119

Next Meeting

November 1lth Meeting

The Stone County lron Works in Mountain View

Arkansas will host our Nov. meeting. Dave
Matthews shop 1s set up for production iron
work with numerous forging stations. Have
you

ever seen 20 powerhammers all in a row? This
meeting should prove to be very interesting.
Don’t miss 1it! The trade item 1s a candle
holder.

January Meeting

Our Januvary meeting will be in Londell, Wo.
at lerry Hoffmann's shop. More to come 1in
the next newsletter.
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September Meeting

Vernon and Eunice -Fischer hosted the
September meeting at their home and shop i1n
Rocky Mount on the =shores of Lake of the
Ozarks. About 25 folks turmed out for this
get together with many of BAM's regulars and
several new people. Arkansas was well
represented with 6 or 7 smiths from Mountain
View.

Amoung the Arkansas contingent was a fine

knife maker Shawn Ellis. Shawn brought a
beautiful 10" blade with a stag horn handle
and brass hilt, Working with baslic tools

Shawn forged hils knife from 01 steel and heat
treated 1t, leaving the back bone flexlble
with a hard cutting edge. I think we can
expect many more fine knives from Mr. Ellis’
shop in the future.

Bernie Tappel demonstrated how to make a gig
from an old pitch fork. Doug Hendrickson
brought his new Plasma Arc cutter and
demonstrated some of the possibilities this
strange tool 1s capable of doing. It cut
through aluminum, brass, steel and copper
like a hot knife +through butter. Steve
Austin ‘attended FIFI (First International
Festival of Ircen) in Cardiff Wales 1in 1late
August and early September. He presented an
exclting slide show of hils travels. The
conference had demonsfrators from all across
the globe, exhibltors of both contemporary
and historic iron work and even some hands on

work statlions. Steve did some leaf forms
that will be included Iin a sundial which  was
forged at the festival. FIFI was a great
success from all Steve had to say. Colin

Campbell reported that all is on track for
our 2 day work shop with Peter Ross in March.
At thls writing the exact dates have not been
pinned down.
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Walt Hultl, project director, presented
drawings of our food preporatlion center and
solicited volunteers to start forging parts.
Jim Waller and Shawn Ellis will each be
forging two braces while Doug Hendrickson
will be doing the four legs. Walt 1s still
at the drawing table designing the rest of
the plece. More forglng assignments will be
doled out at our November meeting.

(Typist note: The meeting broke wup shortly
after our meal was served and many of the
guys hit the road. Little did they know the
forging went on until almost 8 o'clock that
night. Three of our Arkansas members arrived
after 3 o'clock due to automobile trouble in
sputhern Misspouri. In hand they were toting

the trade 1tem of the day, brooms. One was
iron rope made in the shape of a bhangman's
noose with a nice broom attached. The other

was an iron ear of corn in detaill with 2 husk
leaves turned back. The broom was made fromn
what else-cork husk. We enjoyed visiting with
these guys.) Thanks! Vernon and Eunice you
were great hosts.

FOOD PREP. CEMTER.

i MO(LG op Tl PRoJe
Ng 1T DeNcLops,

THE OLD WAY

BY AL STEPHENS

1 first became interested and involved with
blacksmithing at Lincoln's New Salem State Historic Site
near Springfield, I)ll. The blacksmith shop there Is set up
much as it would have been in 1835. Because of this, my
interest tends to run towards tocls and any item that would
have been made or used by smiths of all kinds of that era.
Many of these ltems are no longer in use, and sadly all we
have left are pictures and descriptions of them.

In these articles I'll show and tell about tools,
cooking implements, lighting devices, and any old thing that
may have been used by our forefathers (and foremothers). So
1f anyone has a grandfather who was a blacksmith, or knows
anyone whose grandfater was a blacksmith, and has any
interesting ttems, send me a photograph or sketch and any
informatlion you have about it and we'll see what we can all
learn,

The plcture on the cover of the newsletter was shown to
several people as I was writing this article. It was

called:
i. "some kind of pliers™ - retired machinist
2. "looks like a catfish skinner" - retired teacher
3. "ear plercer" - teenager
q. "don't know and don't care - wife

The place that I first saw these was in a reprint of A
Catalogue of Tools for Watch and Clock Makers by John Wyke™
af Liverpool, originally published Defween L7158 and 1770. '
They are called Hawk Bill Pliers. Alan Smith, Senjor
Lecturer in the Hlstory of Art Department, University of
Manchester, England, describes them as:

“"An uvnusual but useful tool with the left pose in the
form of a hook working against the flat right nose.

The manner of showing this 1Is somewhat deceptive, but
the inner face af the righit nose is shown as Ehough
seen from the lefr, with a serrated surface to grip any
work in the pliers, This tool must have been very

ugseful for holding pieces with upturned edges, e.g.,
spring barrels or conlrabte wheela. The tool may have
bean used by jewalers fTL cloaing the hinges af plns on

the hacks of brooches.*®

ljohn Wyke, A Catalogue of Tools for Watch and €

University Press of Virginia: Charlotbtesville,
pp. 14-45,




SHOWBIZ

More advice on doilng demonstrations
By Handsome Heavy-Duty (Hisownself)

Iin the August-September 1ssue of BAM's
newsletter, Brad Silberberg offered s0ome
advice on blacksmithing demo’'s. I would like
to offer a bit more and argue some of the
points that Brad raised.

WVhen you glve a B/S8 (you may interpret the
abbrelviation as my wife does, or as
Blacksmithing) demo, you are an attraction,
as much or more so as the band, fife and drum
corps, or the guy who makes animals from the
long skinny balloons. These demos are often
more show biz than blacksmithing. Feople
come to see you perform. Some buy, but most
watch. They expect you to entertain them.
They often come back 2 or 3 times and ask
where you will be appearing next.

The next point is where Brad and 1
very much.

disagree
Vhen you demo in public, it is

lmperative that you separate your equipment
from the clivilians. At the BAM meetings, we
all know the risks and accept them.

Civilians don’t know the dangers and 1if they
were to be hurt, you would probably have the
immense displeasure of beling 1ntroduced to
some very nasty people with law degrees and
large monthly payments on BMW's and condos in
Bermuda. I'm sure they would appreciate any
contributions that you might care +to make.
Why take chances? Segregate yourself. Ve
rope off a 20'x20' area. That way, I can
keep 5 or 6 feet Detween myself _and the
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crowd. They can't reach anything to "help”
me and the tools have to walk farther to get
lost.

Try to get a shade tree, 1t helps you Judge
the heat better and 1t 1s a 1lot cooler. A
chestnut 1s poetic, but take what you can
get. We have a fly thalt we use when there is
no shade and 1t helps when the weather Iis
iffy.

Know your B/S history, at least as much as
you can absorb. Bring a plece of old wrought
iron to show the grain that appears as 1t
oxidizes. Know some local history, 1 try to
bring up the Meremac Iron Works 1n relatlion
toe the wrought {iron. Try to explain
tempering in simple terms. Demonstrate how
the iron loses it's magnetic properties when
it 1s heated. Tell +them how charcoal was
used, explain the difference between coal and
coke. These are questions that ['m asked all
the time.

Pon't try to be a voodoo wltch doctor.
Because, 1f you do, there will be somebody 1in
the crowd who knows something about what
you're dolng and he will, I garrowntee, make
an ass out of you. There are a lot of
welders, tool and die men, and various other
metalworking tradesmen out there. They know
if it is B/S or BS.

Little quickies of 15 or 20 minutes are good
for demos, and people often buy them because
they saw you make it. Carry a set of letter
and number dies to 1nitial and date your
work. Belleve 1t or not, there are those who
consider us B/Sers as artists.

WVhen you have a =zale, make a blg thing out of
it. Flirt with the ladies. Talk to the men,
ask them what they do for a 1living. Make
them feel speclal. Most people Just want to
csee a frlendly face and have an interested
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person to talk to. When you talk to the
people, 1t keeps you from getting bored and
it bhelps keep the crowd grom drifting
If the promoter sees that you always have a
good crowd, that you are a good attraction,
you will be i1nvited back, maybe with a raise.

away.

Talk to the people as you would 1like to be
talked to, don't talk down to them.
Remember, they didn’'t know it all the first
day, like we did. Most are genulnely curilous

and want to know more. Always remember, you
are there for the people's benefit, 1f they
weren't there, you wouldn't be eilther. So

what 1f every other person's grandfather was
a blacksmith, yours was a horsethief and that
was a hell of a lot more exclting.
Occassionally you may run into an all-dayer.
Then you have to diplomatically explain that

you have to get back to work, or go take a
long needed leak.

Speaking of breaks, den't forget them. You
can get awfully tired just hammering for 6 or

8 hours straight. If you drink beer or
anything with caffeine, you will get very
dehydrated and weak. Alcohol and caffeine

make the kildneys work overtime, they take the
fluid out faster the you can replace 1it.
You’ll find that when.it is time to call 1In
the dogs and piss on the fire that you will
be too pooped to party. Besldes, i1f the
people are too far away to smell your breath,
they may think that you're half a bubble off
from the goofy way that you are acting.

Besides guys, 1t's easy enough to get hurt
when you're sober.

We do about 2 shows a month starting

in May
or June. VWe've got the packing and setting
up down to a sclence. I can unload the
trailer and be hammering within an hour and a
half or less. We pack up even quicker. We
only do 2 day shows because of the packing
and traveling. it isn't worth the trouble

b

f a one day show. About 50 or 60 miles s
f or ¥y S

uch

the limit for travel or ;ZP ﬂiﬁen?HL;;? ?hnn
jving. 1f you : : .

:;:i diou sgould ask for 2 nigh;: i;nﬂ§:£it
if 1; is shorter, then 50 to $1? e o
right depqnﬁlng o the s Tﬁi o o
conditions tnvolved. ¥You have H, ,iﬁ Sl
and trouble npt to mentlon eiii??ir e
e WHEH n??“hrTzélﬂ :Fﬂilﬂf ﬁf _finished
tu?15¢ agubi?ng.a.small amnunt of finished
wUIzé aﬁd sef1 what we make. Thisr i?
E:Zicallv a hobby wikth me, 1 da 1% biiai;apa?
ﬂn]ny {t. However | would like {Sr
{nf {tself and not become a charity.

"
d's comment about

t tn address Brad :
iruTiﬂial pDrag." When we take pur little dog

a A
and pony cehow on the road, we. Ery to create

mood, a little =11ce of time. The nﬁ:is t;z
Silver Dollar City wouldn't ha:e ' 1;1 h
appeal if they all dressed 1n industr ;e
i i forms How would Feter Ross an
¥D€:qu2* Wllf;amshuig dn 1f they werer;ll t;g
rilur coordinated | ump Sjltﬁ z;ﬁn e
énntrnqtiny left coast stripe e

: > You're selling an idea or mof i
e i 7 Most of the shows that you wi
s ﬂﬁf ﬂﬁ_ﬂECapiﬁm. The people forget
iznﬁiﬂ+:: néipﬁburs. the bald tiies.tizd m;:e
e : _: léan that just went to .
E2?93n33;1§r an afternoon they can escape all
of that, Lf you help & little.

he
o a rendezvous, it is t
z?iqiazzbuig type clothes, knee br:$$2§?;
drop sleeve shirts, weskilits, and afor 8 %
hat Buckle shoes wWere proper I
. iod put a tradesman, like a | S 3
E d :t have worn them 1in the shop. i E
e nit is without the weskirt and with "
o Everyone says you look like a pira't
gﬁ;ragﬁr hair 45 a little cleaner and doizger
catci fire as quickly. We ke:pw o;;Cks =
jugs and coolers covered with o
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blankets We drink
- from crocker mu
=
2avel even had a pair of széll ® rDun;
Yeglasses made to keep my outfit kosher My

wife, The Divine Do
nna Je :
ladies did at that time_Pan’ dresses as the

For the 1850 to 1900 period, 1t ig broadfall

fiEts and t?e calico or tsnaburg shirt much
cpri the Little House on the P;airie"
=erles. For the early 20th century, dress

'ike Roy Underhi11l
Or wear +th
wonderfully comfortable bib Dverzllgﬁﬂd old,

T : =
Ty to use tonis that are appropriate to your

;irmdﬁrfsud. This 1s Kind of 111y 1 know
nrﬁp;.Jhingf Vicegrips or tape measires an&
Sy mﬁdmgu:lv modern tonls, If you have to
1i”;m r I;riu tool, make a |oke of 1, Tell
“ﬂ%n11.hp aT optical 11lusion because {+
1 : en lnvented yet, Fhat usually at
7 Flggle and keeps me from belng heckled Gt
T;Lnn bring unusual tongs and  handled 'E 1!
2t T know that | wan't use, bt 1Hh e
ﬁrnd In Lthe tool rack and generate o rﬁflcgr
“:Frnn;;rnbr.nnt use |igs. I know  they are
e _w:;n.lﬂl. but leave them In the shn
j 0lks want you tp do 1t the hard w: o
friend of mine had 8 Tequest for 1dvﬁ 'n
thk. It was one of those Hays whan rIm ez;f
:..?.f:.l.l-lrr cosking, He knocked |t gt In :al_u.mtcg
85,  The price was 35, The prospecti{
Patron wonldn® t pay because he made Ii.-]ngi

Lo casy,

;aznpefthat my ildeas have helped anyone who
Lry to take up this
area
gifcksmlthing. It 15 often frustratinDf
ﬂlacnuraging. and hard on the bod, but 1t ?é
gnso ?abit.forming. The day before is always
drfag 3gslcipation, the day after ig one gf
*ad, It you have to uninad +p
I never do thou wz .
gh, 1t can wait an th
This past summer has left me with Da-efnfday%
g0od memories and new friends, I'm lo‘kio
forward to the next "season." A1} in al? ?E

10

ls one big
don't think that it will ever end,

hope that it doesn’'t,

continual learning process, 1
at least 1

Keep on Hammerin,

Editors HNote

s the product of several

folks who need a thank you from all of BAM.
Thanks to Bernle and Patti Tappel and thelr
Wall Hull, Al Stephens and Judd

This newsletter

computer,
Hirshfield, who contrilbute material, Jerry
Hoffmann, for' his illustrations and 1layout,

and Karen Hoffmann for paste up and malling.

Renewing your BAM Membership

You may have nolticed we no longer nag you
about getting your $15 bucks to our treasurer
to renew your membership. The reason is that
Bernie has programmed the computer so that
your due date 1s printed on your newsletter
mailing label. W¥We all would hate for your
membership to slide so check it put and take
care of business. The last newsletter you
recleve before your membership 1s to expire
will also have an extra label on 1t notifing
you that your membership 1s about to expire.

Bulk Coal Purchase

Ken Rehmer of Cole Camp, Mo. has offered the

use of a bullding on his place to store coal
in i1f anyone is interested in a big buy. The
last blg coal purchase was just dumped on the
ground outside - not a good deal. Contact
Ken if you want to try to get it together.
Ken Rehmer
Rt. 3
Cole Camp, Mo. 65325
816-668-2371




AB A N A Artist-Rlacksmiths' Association of North America
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PO Box 1181, Nashwille, lusdiang 47440

ilice Homir
Executive Secretary, Janelie Gilbert

TEMED B0 & 10300 0
Mhope. . (X127 9RR-EQ |0
PRESIDENT' 5 MESSAGE

October 1989
Dear Frlendes.,

|

I'm pleased wlth the return of the board of directors ballots and by-laws
change. I wish I could giva you the results, but the bhallotes are still
being processed. I will notify tha candidates on September 29th and I will

update the membership in the next chapter mailing and Anvil's Ring Fall
issue (due out In Decembar}.

We sti1ll have some of the englineer and baseball caps left from our 1988
ABANA Conference to be used for chapter fund-raicing. These caps have an
'88 conference logo patch which can be replaced with your individual
chapter lago. Paseball caps ars 52.00 each and enginser cape are 64.00

pach. Be svre to order In lots of twelve and add 62.00 for shipping of
mach lot order f(any comblpation?,

The gas forge plans ate going 11ks hotcakes and if you wish to get In on

the first printing. be sure to contact the ABANA Office as spon as

poscibla. Mamber price is $15.00 and non-member price i 620 with an I
additional %52.00 for shlipping on any ordecr. |

Tha British Artist-Blacksmiths Assoclatlon (BADA) Is to be commended for |
tha excellent confsrence hald at Cardiff Wales in September. It was an
international event In every sense of tha word ——from the conference

booklets given to wsach delegate vpon arrival, to the food and conference

gita. Can you think of a3 botter place to hava a blackemith conferenca than

at a 900 year old castle? I understand they were building onto the thing

whan Columbus discovered America! How's that for an antigue? It wae

wonderful meeting old and new frlends and it wac obvious to evaryone in f

attendance that they were getting thair money's wocrth.

Tha demonstratlons and the lectures were each 2 hours long with 30 minute
breaks. No two events were scheduled at the same time and you came avay
knowing that you had the opportunlty to attend averything you choss. 1 am
uneure if this schedvle would work for the ABANA conference as we hava more
than tvwica tha delaegates in attendance; food for thought. howevar.

The DABA confarence was sponsored by Allied Steal so the funding was
substantial comparad to tha APANA confurence budget. The lacge amount of
money avallable cettalinly shovwed fteelf but the Incredible organization was
what pulled 1t all tugether. In my opinlon we who attended werae cartainly
treated to the event of tha decade. Good job BABA

The ABANMMA board ls preparing for ths annual budget meeting In Tlpp City.
Ohio coming up tha second wsek in Novembar. If you have anythling that you

would 1lks discusred at the meeting. please inform somecne on tha ABANA
board vary soon.

"iLEerqach. .

Dorothy Steigler

ABMANA Pres!dent DES/ irg

2.

FOR SALE
150 1b. Armitage Anvi] £1410
2 Champlon A00 DBlower s 35 R B20
26" x  anv cnolt 1y On tuffalo Forge with
fabricated fire pol. no blower 535
Contact: Bernle Tappe!
Rt. 1 Rox 81
llenley, Mo. 6Gh0140
Ph. 314 -496-3793
for the

; - Sign Bracket
Deslgn Gompet itlon for a T
Headgunt Ler s of the Amerlican
Assoclatlon

Farrlers

This Competltion ls open to all Blacksmiths.

Srnd

: e 11s?
Want Lo ohow nff your creative ski the

a scale drawing of what you envision as

astgn brackel for the new AFA headquartTiithT
LeéinHTHu The steel fabricated o #11{
=htld be l-shaped, or any shape téa;t o
hold a lpn 1pprﬂxlmatplv 3' long. T;LE 533
theme =ilhousttes may bhe used to complele S
bracket.
Pleawne =end your scale drawlng t?ﬂgggazlij
Orlando, I'0 Box 37, Belmont, NYT : ‘ﬂ1ﬁﬁ
December 31, 1989, [f you wish ,n‘:‘II ﬁf
fabricate the bracket, =tate the ED._I :
less installatlon. 1f you have

fabht | ation

any questlions, ~all Charley at T16-268-7383.

announced at the AFA

e ts ill be
The resul w Texas at the beginning

convention at Lubboclk,
of March 1990.
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