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NOVEMIER HLACKSEITI CONFERERCE AT CULY=E-STOIKTIN SO01ELE

Cur organizational confererne at Julver-Zhiocktion was a complsts succesns,
ard the slacksaith Assoolathlon of Aissouri [(245) was formed. Culvaer-
Stocikton Galls=ze, 1n Cankon, Mlssnura. was & DesuTiful lepslion, and wa
wore Trested wilh every courtesy. Despite terrible weather befors and
2ffter the conference, Friday the 4Lh of Bovesbor, and Szturdey tne 5tn,
acxre brizk and sunmy, A5 the conforencr started on & Pridsy, whilch was
& wark day for sost of the periicipants, Lhe conference ook snaps as
The day went on, The Prasident and Lhe Dean af studsnzs eof Culvar-
Slogklon Sollecs both talked teo us and save us Lhels moch sappreciated
Suanparl. There wore soms informal de—nrstrations :1|,.|'";.';.l:' the daw, and
4t Dinner, we ware ziven an enjoyuble Lalk by Barry Bergy, the 3=ate




¥plxlerist, during which he showsd us some lronwork done in his family,
etid explained some of the histery of folklorists, and Jjust what his Jjob
consists of. He is very interested in 3AW, =nd would like coples of any
newapaper articles on dissgurl blacksmlthe, plus & 11iaT of smiths willing
to demanstrate thelr eraft to the public. (If you send thls Information
to me, [ will be glad to forward it to Barry). People knowing any older
people who g2re invelved in any of the folkarts are urged tTo contact Barry
g0 that he evan 2rrange to interview them. It possiole, he would like

2 local person to interview the crafftsperson. e will send Information
vl haw to de thls to you if you &re interested.

After LDinmner, we wsni to 8 show ol some of the participants ironwerk.
T weg personally impressed with the quality and diversity of the work.
Covlously we heve = greet d=al of =+lent in our sitate To draw upen and
devalope. HNext we saw A fine slide show of contemporary blacksamiths"
wprk, then an extrordinary film, Fire and Pantasy, the Work of Alfred
Haher~en, B Czeckoslovekian nlascksmith who <5 a true master of blacksmith-
ing and en artizt of extreordinary abllity and energy. We were treated
to a film af =ame aof the kinetic seculptures of Grant Xenner, an ASsSoclans
Yrefeasor of Art &t Culver-Stockton. While Grant appolozized about the
quElity of sthe film, the guality of hlz work has to be seen to be belleved,
#hile not placksmithineg, I hesrdé nothing but the highest praise for his
work, even by people who are malnly lnterested i the traditicnal aspects
of blacksnithinm, 8nd who d2 not like some of The more modern mavemnants
in ert, And hiz wark 1ls more fantastic in live viewing than on film.

The conference then adjourned far the evetiﬁg.

The Conference resumsed with informal open feorges followed by &
Brunch and what was the most tedious part of the Conference: the business
meeting and electian of officers. zlected were: bBob Pririck; President,
Dorn 4s5bee, Viee Frosldent; and Secroisry=Treasurer; 3tave Austin. (The
gidreszes of the gfflcers mre licted on the flrst naze of thizs newaletter,
dornie Hendrieksen moved that the neme of the crgenirstlon be HAM,
the Blacksmith Associstion of wMissgurl, due to the sensual impeet ef the
lnitials, and the name was sdopted unanimously. 1t was adopted to write

a4 Charter and Sy-Laws that agrec with ABANA's, and to become & chapter

of ASANA 2= sgon &f possible. [ASANA 15 the Artist Blecksmith Associgtlion
af Morth America) 11 was deecided ze have ionthly Westings in verious aresas
of the =tezte 2t members houses or shops o foster a spirit of kinskip amcong
the olackamiths of sdissouri and surrounding areas, and to spred skills
and technijues. Theae will be a strictly informal affalr, except in the
case when a8 worksnop is held in conjunction with the meeting. There was
great interst in havling workshaops covering varicus subjects. For most

of these we will rely on the considerzble talenmt of smiths in BAu's
seographical area. Thers were a few cther toples discussed, such as a
logeo and T-shirts, (dore about this later in the hewslatter),

There was some mote informal forging, with & Damascua patiern welded
blade welded up, and etched to chow the pattern, This was dane with

The halp of & st-iker, rather then under tThe trip hammer, The meeting
fradually dispersed, and drlfted to = tavern in downtown Canton.
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. A SPECLAL THANKS

_ A% Fresldent of BAM, and 2diter of this newslstter, I would like to

thank a ﬂuth? of pegple who mede the Conference end arganization of BAM
a reality. Firat, I would like %o thank Joe Humble, Fresident of the
.!.ppala-:.:.-u.an EP'.E.II:-T.E:I' af ABANL , whose encouragemnent and support led me tao
E;gtalégFget ?hLE :qqether_a;d not giye up.  And in equal measure, and in
2 ’ N mora, T would like to thank A1 Beck, Associate Frafessor of




at Culver=3tockton College, who was invaluable in arranging all of
15, ard whe »as Inztuzentzl in convinelng me of the impertance aof in-
alvlng the aceds=ic ¥ and the existing Art and Craft structure,

due to M. Beask, we cEn Thanks To Culver-Ztockton and their king offer

from it's Frasident zm Dean of Studentz to use tholir fecilitias

'HU
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BFain in the futurs, igh to thank all af the nartielpanta in the
that ws have already, whose interest and help
2. I would alse like to thank 484K, and its
Founders for creating ANA in the first place, and helning blacksmithing
be a gontinuing craeft, and ralsing its standerds To such a high level.,

canference, and the o
hkas in reality creste
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NoAT IS HAN, AND WHAT T3 IT'S PURPLSET

“ne Blacksmithn dasoclatlon of dimeouri is primarily en crgarizetion
devated To Lhe preservation snd advancement. of blackswinlng in Misaouri
=nd in surrounding sreas. [t hapes to advance the skill of its membars,
wnd Alsa To lncrsase the Interest of the publie in supporiine olacksmiting
2nd 1n purchasing handforged lronwork and to be a meeting placa for ideas
to be exchanged, It will Rawve warksheops with respected meielesiths from
all ovar the country, and hopetully the world, to enable the smith in Wissouri
Teog2in knowlege from the best mrsters of Klacksmizhing wilthout having
to lravel to the ends of the EErtn. This will take the work and help of
211 the members HAY can eget, plus =11 the addltional help BAN cen Find.
The more 2ll of you support DAM, the more will bhe =coompllshed. Hopefully,
A% wa becomz a ch@pler of AnAKA we nen help it's zosla Heticenally.

BLACKSHITHI MG -Prb i PIULAL AND MODERH

Alfrouzs To conme people blackamithing is associsted with horee--
shoeire, sirizily speskins bluckamitning 1s the hos.anaplng of iren and
flecl under hand contrel., Hven Lo ancient times the blacxamlth often
t2d to o able to work the metel ~+ld and work with oiher —etels ard
meEterials In order Lo satiafscterily finisn The work st hare,  In moders
Dlacksmithine, soms Slasks+«ilhs rea=rict themszelves tr cartaln iroenworkins
Techrniques Lo the ecxclusion of todorn tachmigques, wuch 85 aroe welding
Bnd loreh woerk, while others put no limitations on themselwves,  Swiths
warkivg In ouseass and restorations restrict themselves Ta nizstorically
ngwn technigues. Lo Lo oa wide diversity of interests, S48 will try and
laxsa TG ::'r-:_ﬂﬁﬂ| ang will seex 1o be 8 tEHL‘:I‘:l]_'L'—: togl arnn = mesns af RN -
1zalion, Tiis newsletier will try and follow these idesls

THE ECTITOR

i Lo

SCme ol you Frew me, and sove do onot. sy name ls Bob Pasrick, and
I boeasne 8 orelessional biascksmith about 18 YERDI &gz whon T szerted
cut 28 & restoretion blackam &1 Hales farm zrd Yillaze in Balh, Unia.
l decided fte lwarn the farriers trade and attendsd @ldwes< Farviars
sehool in Xeniy, Chle. Dus to interest at Zens State Univeraity due
Lo a vi=it by trent Kinxzon 1o their art department, 1 ftaught 8 hlackss
emizhlog course there on an infarmal basiz, 1 moved to The dzarks in
Loz middle 1570's where I sat up £ blecksmithing parthership with Zerald
Brostex called Big Anvil Forge. Jerry wenl on to other work and I eanlin-
upd the osufinese under that name, and in Lo?d moved to oy oresont locmtion
tn zethel, Misscurl, whare ] now own & blacks-ith shoo which waa foupded
In 1925, This iz a very rural ares, anc umy tradesncompades sverything




from Yarm repals to restoration work %o crazy srt work., T neve rum & meil
arder olacksmithing business and 8 blacksmithing schacl. Unferturestely

1 have not weitten much of anythine since my lreshoe coellaze wear, and
that i3 more yesrs age than I care o remember, 80 I bss your collecliva
Torglvenesses far errora in thls newsletter, Hopefully it will Fa easiser
8 time goes by, There is no pay conanectéd witn thls, and 25 | alse

have To Tond basineas on the smelll fars that T Zive on, Time ia

a nrecicus ocomnodity to me, I you write =e and wish a reily pleasg in-
clude a stamned, sall addresssd enwvelope, and be patleal.

[NLE35 vOU BHOOWE. A MEMHEH Ob 5Ad, THIS WLl 35 YOUR LAST RowSLETTER

(=St et

Biw has a Wwery amall budsel., It comes Prom membarehipe and denetions.
I you wiak To resEin on ths meilins list plesss JoLp BA¥. Thers ly .
orm al ine end of Thls newsletzer fer jolning HWae. Any doraticnz o our
TeEsury will b2 appreciatod and well used,
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THe JCAL FROZTLIW

While tc many ypsople coal is coal, blacksmiskine, ecEnenizlly hammer
walding o lproe welding, requlires coal witn special nroperties.  fhesc

Arz low sul”ur, low ash, and the cosl should be asslly coked,  Tha Erablam
in this &rya 15 that there are no deposits in Wizaouri that T krow ol thut
T1i1f11l the=e requirezcnte. Anpearance of the casl Ly no< of impartancea,
The coal oan be very fine (slack zoald, in large piecas (lump cagly, or
a+all, graded nuogebts (atoker cosl). Tt is o way that ths ol bahavios
in the forgs that is impartant. I presently am persomally looking for

8 deceant source of coal., Huch coal is available in large guantities from
olhor 8tates, but the cost il prekibliive for amall quantities to be enipped.
Alternatives are wroup buyirg of s lerze shloment, ar petiing saversl

ceal yards iln the atate to carry decend oleskasith esal.  Crvesiment in

ar anTire semi-lazad »f ceal might be araund 33030 or ao, Very fow ipdivid-
wals zan a7ford te tie up thet kind of mon2y. This nawalatter will carry
informaticn on whare <o buy cood coml, it ¥ou the readoss will sond in
gaurces. Flease, only aend in sources you know from mardanal sxnerienoe
ars good for Blackamitnlns. 3y zhe way, I was indorsed by 8 oopl COmpEny
=hAT UPL refuses Lo ship 8 sample of cosl becauss it is Flamshle, They
will, however, ship amokelsss nowder, Any of yeu Lhet fawve Leisd ta nlarct
zrasn coal burning will =ppreciate the stupidity af thls. wiiid nas
recommend Joporting cosl without &n sxperiences smizr Sivirs Lt o2 pood
trial. Evervone who =edls coal will tgll ¥ou thaT there cpal ls great,
Zry and oot an enelysis. 1t sheuld be ao%ewhs- a8e Tellows

Larbon{nigh) 55505

doisture {low) Z,5%=1%

teh {low) I5-2% IInformation from an article
ulphur [low) 195-23 oy wne late Alex W. Seslar
Volltilityinion) J00-to Ay, 1974 the Anvils Ring
AT0 ({hiend 15, 500=14, 00 Vel#, mna, 1) .

in the person selling the coal does nos have an andlysis, thay should
zet one from the coal praducser. 1t is also poarible To have An ex-
perienced amith try the zoel and give hiz ar her apinicn, but the opinion
‘8 just that., People hava personal preferences, and the purchasins of
coal 1s ome area thet should not be lafi to opinien 1f a large quentity
ig 0 Do purchasod,




COAL ALTERMNATIVES

¢ certainly other materials that can oe used for neating metel
for forginfz 1t. Metalurgisal srede coke, charsoal, natural sme, propane,
butane, fuel 211, and electricity are some. Tris newsletter will weloonme
and artielss by members on their exporiences wiln these fusls,
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Doug Hendrieksen, X.H.L1, Box 16 by Leatorville, o0 63654 is
experimenting making charcoal fer use in Lhe orgs, and would appreciste
&ny information members may have en wakinz and usine chareasl in the
fTares. )

I used charcoal 82 & Juel whan 1 learned how to Bliaclkamith az a
teanager, And 1t wes charcoal of The barbscuse VATIETY. 1 Elso usad
chercoRl as a fuel for about 4§ wenths <ime whzn | worgsa at Hele Farm
and ¥illage in Zathk, Okiso, I found thet charcosl doss not work wery
well In e etandard modern bottoz dratt forze, Lig gr opothon draft
dpes not matter nearly 28 much as the Sac- —het it takes a biz piis of
open charcoal to resacn £ hizh neat ona lavse cbhject, 4s a Youngster

1L

I found virtually avery Naticral eczranilc Mezzzise Lhat had larzss

in Afriea and in other countrles where Lhzy wsed chareosl =28 a Fuel,

ar & =sreat deal of work Lne forces had wells o7 stome ar ea=th Lo
cantain the fuel and allow arast dupth for the fire, ae woll 28 reflectlis
feat into the fire. 1 slsc found that & hot 2ir balinn FarnEs o Lhat

o

[ kad built to fill model hot air balloans wizh nould be giapled ints o
forge., It wee natural drslt apd Z0T hoel znouzh o actuslly melt mild
steel, I alsc found thet a charccel ire could he manked with nlaln
28rth and it would increase the imterigr Temperature of tha fira,

My honeat canclusion 1s that eharcoal iz & muck e difficult fuel ftp
afe than good blacksmith coal, And haviae had the appartunizy to wue
good cexe I ficd it superior to coel, ot zons ol ha baat plackomithing
that wes ever done was dons with charcozl. Tt takas experiernc Lo get
praficient with ary Tuel, even awllenins Zyepes of goeod coal, Fure weood
charcoal gives more n=at than barbecus chirooal, which kas a lerzea
percentage of non-gcharcodl binder and “illar, harcoal is very light,
and 11 is necessary to maks sure that tnsrs s LTfieient amount of
charcosl botween 4na waere and The weork {8 Tuyere io the air inlsl, Tuvere
orizienally simply meant “iron plpe”). .
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WANTED AND FUR S4ld

:hila section will carry wanted and for sale 2de at no 208t to members,
Mis 1z a zood place to advertise blacksmithing and related items to
gell or te buy. There wlll be no [ee char-sed to non aenbess whe place
ade for blackamith wanted ada, bat there may be 2 fee chargsd lor thoze
gelling or wantiins teo purchaze blacksmithing sguipment.

SOHEUULE OF EVZNTS
F

frvone wishlng Lo place neoilces of lestivals sultable for olaskemlths

o demarnstrate BT or Tor felling work is inwitad to do so,  Please try
ard et your copy here early encush (at Least two months) 8o that it can
e put inbto Lhe newslebier. FPlease lpoelude 2ll necessary detalls and who
o coptEat,

FUTURE  EITINSS

The =“ehruary Meetinz is tz bz =eld at Ton fshee's shop in Bland sa.  Th=
detewill bz anpounced Lo Lhe pert newsletter, The Jdarch rwellnz w111 be
held at Fob Peirizits =shen in Hethz2l, wo.  wWe need nezed —embers fto valunteer
their sheps and homss for smectings,  I0 we can not blacxemlin wa can dis-
cuge work, and oriztiques evample, and have 2 2eod tise. 1T iz not sxpecied
theT every mecker will be 2ble to attend avery mesiing. fhe idea i=

to =2t some Dlacksmithice momenbum In all parts of our ares.  Problems

FO0u mignk nave in bleckamithing due ta your lecation 2nd lack of eguip-
menT #ill show us somp of the problems Thet we nead o salve, Plan on
brireins a dish of sowe kind to ecach #ecting se thal we can have 8 potluck,
Arirs your awn plates and dinnerware o ThEat you will ret inpase on your
nost. a2 will keap tnings slhlople and low key., Tt would not hurt to plan
an soesslonal meellng as a party, bus our primary focus should be on work.
He welocome any aellese or university offering it's fecilities to ws to
Uge, wut aost of the +tine members nomes &nd =hops will be more suitahle,
TAFQA AT NWinwd FLAZHII! while deteila have pet To be Ciralired, Prancis
Whiteker, of Asoang Jolorsdo, will be giving 8 demonstresion at Steve
huatin's shop in Claycoma, ‘ust cutside of Kaensas Clty, towards the end

al April., ¥r, #&nitaker ned been aptly cellzd the Dearn of American
leoxsmiths, and has apent his Lifelime working metal. He stucdied with
saquel Yellln, and culius Sgnramm. Ee 15 &n lneredlbly energetic and
sxilled smithy bul beaides thes is just a fine peragn.  Wnlle Prancia

ie lamgus and well kngwn now, ke struzgled inso pusiness In the depths

of the great depreaszinon, Do lg cortalnly & fipe oerson to learn from,

8% the pragsont Clme Francis is prizarilly doivg intersive wirhiznocps with
gkilied exitha to pses on some ol hls wasl knowlege, and has consensad

To Ao a rdomanstratilen for uz, &8 an infant orgznizatlon. DZon't aissz this
creorIunity,.  Detaile 22 They are flrallized,

Dz

Jues gre due in Jenuarv, They are 310 per yser, ahd thelr purpose ia
“ooanable BAN to survive and function. Pleape get anyone who is inter-
vited to Join, not just read your newsletter. The mors members we et
the meres economical The oroenizetior will Be to run. Az of now we ocnily
have enouzh Zunds to pul cut a8 few rmewsletter, and 2o we nesd to make
mnney arnyway that we can, The loundlng mezbera nave been as goanerous
2% tney could De. Pertieclpation i Lhe name of the sams, z0 pot going!

Ae have yet To becoms an official ~ember of AbaM4, the Artist Blacksmith



Agzociatin of Nerth America, T urgss z2ayeons who iz Interested in blacksmithin
to join ABANA. Too many peopnle chly wani their copy of & newslelier of
the sxyil's Hi]"lﬁ. AGANA"=2 .':‘I-B.gﬂ.!:inl.'-.", et :'.|'|"|E_'_-|l _;J-;'_-.:_II_:-J_a whno started alapk=
mithing befors ABARL and 13's branch groups can sppreclats whet has happened.
Today there iz Some communication and & rebirik of inTeresl in plackamizhing
and begining amitha can save years of mistakes 1f they uze the resvurces
available. Miesouri iz ip the backesters aof arze and crafis in generzl,
apd iz not The easziest place ir the sorlid Lo sell irorwark, w5 CAN CHANGE
THAT, but it will take pglanning and arpgeEnizaticn.

For thoze memberzs who want o practice blacksmithing mainly as m
hobby, probably the ma jority of our —embors, we nesed to tnow what you
wint to learn, 1.e, taolR, Kkife making, harwsre, gates, or whatever.
Tou should discard anystuborrness to learning new techmigues. 3lackermizhing
iz not expending the most energy te do tne least work, it is icarnine bow
to do the work efficiently and get the moA- done, Ledrn to acocept orit-
lzlam and apgly it te your work, We ca&n learn hew %o be =ore successful,
for it iz a sxill in itself, not just taleni, or luck that you are born
with. :

TLTURE WOMESHOFS

What do you want? Proesent sugsestiona include begining technigues;

Torge dasizn, 109l making, charceal making, dsmasscus knife -sking, Hes,
madern techmicus® such as miz welding, and workshops on how Lo maks
ggeelfle items, such 88 shovels for Tirelace sets. what do you wanis

These are noet 8lwiys easy technigques o tezeh, =nd many veginsra naed

T wAatch, do the work, and theo waton =cain, and to =2sk &8 lot of quzstione,
But, COWMUNICGATEYD Wrlle me and we will pubiish the =osults.

T-DALKLS

Sleve hustin says he can get P-shiris made 8t 2 ressonsble cost on

good cotton shirts with the BAM loge am them. PBrice will depend on
gquanity, o write Stoeve atr Steve fuslin, L4 M, E, iunger read, Clayoomo,
#0 ab11ln, Fhone B8148/7B1-1412,

CORCTITET O

Thie iz a firat newsletter, and I am aure it lsaves much to be desired,
For economics, it iz desiroabls to be able to print Lhese curselvos, but
that mequlres two nings, hating the couipment to acint Those wp, olus
knowloge of what ecgulpzent o have., From my vizwpoint, Lt woula oe pice
to heve <he capability te print photugrepha, out axamplas ol other
chapter newsletter show that the guality of thees is cflen =0 bad tha=
it wauld be beatter to only urint Lhoss whnich will Friet cleardly, or Lo
gkip the photugraphs and mersly cae a mimecorEph or semethlne simmle unkll
we Zet on our feet. & memsership base of 30 meabers wlill pay for nexl
o rothing, With L00 =ombarz wa rar ot 8 lot squre done at the sams
o2l per member. I BW working my buts aft or thia, a0 it is up to wou
other members to try =nd cet some more -embers ta help this work suk.

It s pot unreszsarable to expect a netional confersnce in cur chanter
Ar=za AT a future date, but it will 4ake scme work ard interest in the
arca. Lolleze and university kelp in greatly appreciated. 1t is wery
poselible for BAM members to glve interaating workshope, &nd to hzlp set
up blacksmithing lacilities in metel srpas of Universities and colleges.
et busy on Those grants now!



SLACKSMITH

ASSOCIATION OF
Misswer |

* Dues are f10.00 per year. Flease meke your check payeble To the abows,

Nemep _ Telepkane e oate

Addreesy__ . _ City o otate
Aip

Do you hdve your own shopTe¥es Ko . Full-tioe smithiYes_  HKao_

Do 1t for & hasby_ . Interested, But net yet inzo it

Sugzpestions Car BAM

—— -

Ry - =3 .

SEED ToOw BLAGESMLITH ASSOITATTON OF £ISS0URT
Box £09,
Hethnel, X0 634754
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